
  
 
 

 

VOLUNTEER RESEARCHER – HERITAGE PROJECT AT GREAT ST MARY’S 

ABOUT THE HERITAGE PROJECT AT GREAT ST MARY’S: 
 
Great St Mary’s is the university church at the heart of Cambridge. Thanks to a Heritage Lottery grant, we are 
launching a Heritage Education Centre featuring interactive touch-screens, a video-screening space and 
exciting new activities for schools and community groups. The project will investigate the remarkable history 
of Great St Mary’s and the significant role it has played in the history of the University and City of Cambridge. 
 

ABOUT THE OPPORTUNITY: 
	  
In these early stages of the Heritage Project at Great St Mary’s we are looking for volunteers with experience 
of historical and archival research and writing to independently research a discrete, manageable topic and 
produce engaging content for the pilot phase of the touch screen displays. This role can be carried out from 
home at flexible times to suit your schedule, although you will need to attend at least one discussion and 
editing meeting at Great St Mary’s. 
 
The exciting topics for research range from Roman Cambridge to royal visits, and from the burning of 
“heretical” corpses in the market to Fenland epidemiology! Historical topics for research and further 
information can be viewed at http://tinyurl.com/GSM-volunteers  
 
Later, volunteers will help devise and run educational workshops, art activities and tours, and research 
volunteers are welcome to continue their involvement in these public-facing roles, if they wish. 
 
This project provides a platform for volunteers to translate their research and communication skills into 
tangible public output in the heritage education sector. Producing results to deadlines, you will also meet with 
fellow volunteers to refine your ideas and discuss the challenges of distilling archival research into concise and 
gripping onscreen content. It would be ideal for people hoping to work in the heritage and education sectors 
or for those with a keen interest in local history who are keen to explore Cambridge’s fascinating hidden 
stories. 
	  

• Part-time: approx 10 hours per week 
• Short-term: ends May 2014 
• Flexible hours, volunteering from home at any time to suit you 

 

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR? 
 
Volunteers will need: 
 

• experience of historical and archival research 
• excellent written communication skills 
• a flair for picking out the most engaging aspects of historical material for a general audience 
• the ability to meet deadlines 
• access to a computer and academic library 

 



HOW TO APPLY: 
	  
Read the further information sheet to find out more about the historical topics available for research. Pick 
three of the sub-topics (bullet points in black) which you would be happy to research. Complete an 
application form and return it to Rosie, along with your research topic preferences, at 
heritage@gsm.cam.ac.uk . Rosie will then get back to you to confirm whether your first-choice topic is 
available for research.	  
 
ANY QUESTIONS? 
 
Please get in touch with Rosie at heritage@gsm.cam.ac.uk if you’d like to discuss any aspect of this 
volunteering role. 


