
“The location of the church 

was really great as it is right 

in the centre of Cambridge” 

“Thanks for your excellent 

organisation and providing such 

a personalised experience 

linked to our unit of work” 

School visits at 

Great St Mary’s 



Explore our 800-year-old church at the heart of Cambridge 

for an exciting opportunity to learn outside the classroom.  

Our enriching visits complement the National Curriculum, 

giving children the opportunity to develop their skills and 

examine their city’s past and present. 

 

Great St Mary’s is the official centre of Cambridge, 

and the perfect base for a school trip in the city.  

Climbing the tower gives a completely new 

perspective of Cambridge and is a great way to  

kick-start a local history or geography topic. 

You are welcome to eat packed lunches here when 

you book a visit – either eat in the pews or picnic 

in the churchyard if it’s sunny. 

 

We can tailor-make our activities for you – whether 

you’re just looking for a quick tower climb and pit-stop 

for lunch, or would prefer a full day of taught sessions. 

We also love to take the stress out of your visit by 

liaising with local museums and colleges for you, so you 

can relax and make the most of your trip! 

Visit Great St Mary’s 

The stunning views from 

our  tower are a highlight.  



By visiting a building which has stood in the centre of Cambridge for over 

800 years, children will develop their understanding of change through time. 

 

Historical skills 

Cambridge market in 

1557, when a theologian’s 

body was dug up from 

Great St Mary’s and 

burned as a heretic. 

Cambridge market today, 

filled with stalls and 

tourists. 



As an ancient parish church and a University Church of national 

importance, Great St Mary’s is the perfect place to explore local 

history as well as key national events like the Tudor Reformation 

and the First World War.  

 Market Treasure Trail – use old photographs to develop an 

awareness of the past and discuss change through time in Cambridge  

 Entertaining Elizabeth – discover Queen Elizabeth I’s spectacular 

royal visit to Cambridge in 1564. This is a great way to tie-in a local 

event with the ever-popular Tudors! 

What we offer  
- History sessions 

“The market square activity allowed 

children to explore the area, with a 

specific focus, practise their map 

skills and see and discuss Cambridge 

today and in the past” 

For special events, Tudor  

re-enactors can bring the 

past to life for your class. 



 Burning Bodies – encounter the Cambridge Reformation martyrs 

burned for their religious beliefs 

 Protestant Propaganda – explore the 

Protestant rejection of Catholic belief through 

cartoons and sermons from the time 

 First World War Stories – connect to 

Cambridge’s wartime past through stories of local 

men remembered on our war memorial 

Christopher Cooke was just 15 

when his battle cruiser was 

torpedoed by a German U-boat  

- he escaped in his pyjamas. 

Great St Mary’s in 1690 Five interactive touchscreens  allow 

children to explore primary sources and a 

timeline of Cambridge 



We have a great range of activities to help children explore this 

historic Christian place of worship in the city centre. 

 I Spy Trails – get comfortable in Great St Mary’s with these self-led 

hunts for Christian symbols or quirky objects  

 Circle of Life – a church tour introducing Christian 

beliefs about birth, marriage and death 

 Scripture & Space – link the physical church to 

key Christian beliefs and Biblical passages 

 Exploring Easter – re-tell the story of Holy Week 

in the stained glass of King’s College Chapel 

 The Story of Christmas – explore visual narratives through GSM’s 

Nativity window and create a comic book story 

 Meet the Vicar – find space to ask some big questions, encounter 

stories and artefacts and reflect on belief 

 Baptism & Belonging – unpick the significance of Baptism through 

objects, role-play, images and Scripture 

 Body & Blood – understand the Eucharist celebration and the Last 

Supper story with a focus on the Michaelhouse altarpiece 

 Saints Safari – spot stained glass saints and relive their stories of 

courage  

What we offer  
- RE sessions 

Prayer net 



What we offer  
- Joint visits 

Organising school visits can be stressful, and we 

are happy to plan a seamless day for you, including 

activities at Great St Mary’s and complementary 

sessions at local museums or colleges. 

We can liaise with other visit venues, offer self-guided resources and help 

create a carousel of exciting activities for your children across several  

city-centre attractions.  

Potential joint visits with Great St Mary’s 

 King’s College Chapel: Use the magnificent stained glass build by Henry VIII to 

reflect on the Easter story or make links between Old and New Testaments  

 Fitzwilliam Museum: How do artists and makers make invisible ideas about God 

visible? You can focus on Christian or Muslim beliefs, or mix the two 

 Queen’s College Old Library: Discover how the Reformation transformed 

Christianity and Cambridge and see 500-year-old manuscripts 

 Our Lady and the English Martyrs: The magnificent interior and stained glass 

narrative of the Reformation in this Catholic Church bring theological changes to life 

 Whipple Museum of the History of Science: Explore debates 

over dissections in Cambridge from Elizabethan to Victorian times 

 The Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology: Compare 

beliefs about death, burial and the afterlife across cultures 



What else can we do 

at Great St Mary’s? 
 Make it a cross-curricular visit with 

creative sessions including brass 

rubbing, observational drawing, heraldry or bell-ringing 

 Use our self-guided maths resources to investigate 

number, shape and symmetry 

Contact us! 
We’d love to plan a visit to Great St Mary’s for you. 

Please contact Rosie to find out more. 

     heritage@gsm.cam.ac.uk  

     01223 741722  

Pricing 
Thanks to our Heritage Lottery funding, many visits for local 

schools will be FREE until March 2015.  

Tower climbs and special activities attract a small charge per 

pupil - please get in touch to enquire about prices. 
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