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The day’s events 

For Open Cambridge 2016, Great St Mary’s Heritage hosted an exciting free family day celebrating the history and 

mysteries of Cambridge Market.  

 

Thanks to generous support from Cambridge BID and Open Cambridge, we welcomed around 2,000 people to 

Great St Mary’s and the market itself – despite the rain!  

 

Time-travellers, memory-gatherers & storytellers 
The church and market were bustling with activity all day: 

 Time-travelling shoppers from Kentwell Hall wandered the market, chatting to visitors (and appearing in lots 

of selfies!) 

 Mini walking tours were on offer, including one taking visitors to the Museum of Cambridge to see their 

special display on local shopping 

 

 ‘Vile Victorians’ hosted a lively and controversial debate on the rights of women to get a degree from the 

University of Cambridge – the protesters even built an effigy of a cycling woman, as students did during 

violent protests on the market in 1897 

 Local storyteller Marion Leeper entranced children with strange tales of the market 

 

 The ‘Capturing Cambridge’ team from the Museum of Cambridge set up their memory stall to collect 

people’s stories of shopping 

 

 Children created clay market produce, learned to write like a Victorian with a feather quill and discovered 

the strange story of the Cambridge bookfish, found on the market in 1626... 

 

 Families threw ‘cabbages’ at miscreants in the stocks and pinned the tail on Hobson’s horse 

 

 Visitors watched old film footage of the market from the 1920s onwards 

 

 Local makers and architects shared their ideas for enhancing the market of the future  

 

 Visitors browsed a display on the history of Cambridge market, created in partnership with the 

Cambridgeshire Collection 

 

 Local history expert Mike Petty gave a talk on the market’s past 

  



Partnerships 

Market Stall Stories was made possible thanks to generous financial support from Cambridge BID and Open 

Cambridge.  

Great St Mary’s Heritage also worked with partners across the city to create this unique event: 

 

The Museum of Cambridge  
Staff and volunteers from the Museum of Cambridge braved the chilly drizzle to set up their memory stall and display 

of old photographs of the market. They also hosted a special display on shopping back at the Museum. 

 

Before the event, museum staff interviewed market traders to hear about their experiences of running their stalls. 

 

Lots of local people shared their stories and heard about Capturing Cambridge, a project to map memories across 

the city. Find out more at www.capturingcambridge.org 

 

HistoryNeedsYou & Rachel Duffield’s Remarkable Women 
Leading our market time-travellers were the ‘Vile Victorians’ from HistoryNeedsYou, with Rachel Duffield playing 

the plucky bluestocking in defence of a woman’s right to learn. The audience got into the spirit of the 1897 debate, 

sharing their views on education and backing the bluestockings. 

You can watch their lively debate in Great St Mary’s here: https://youtu.be/oyMWeQaUH5s thanks to filming by 

Antony Carpen.  

Read more about the real events of 1897 on the HistoryNeedsYou blog, which links to the research of historian Dr 

Sheila Hanlon: www.historyneedsyou.com/blog/gsm  

  

http://www.capturingcambridge.org/
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Re-enactors from Kentwell Hall 
Cambridge market was filled with a surreal collection of time-travellers, including Tudors, some rather flashy 

Georgians, a troop of First World War Girl Guides, no-nonsense 1930s radicals, and a few wandering hippies! 

We also welcomed a real 1970s Usborne book stall, and natural, hand-made skincare products sold by a Tudor 

goodwife from Martha’s Garden: www.marthasgarden.co.uk  

These wonderful volunteers can also be found at Kentwell Hall during special events throughout the year: 

www.kentwell.co.uk  

 

The Market Management Team at Cambridge City Council 
Daniel Ritchie and his team at the Guildhall helped us to set up the memory stall, provided bunting to cheer us up 

about the weather and spread the word for this event.  

 

Dan also gave us an insight into the complexities of managing an award-winning local market in his evening talk.  

 

Local Blue Badge Guides 
Several local guides generously turned out to offer free market tours.  

Although there was not much take-up from the public, due to the rain all day, we really appreciated their good 

humour! 
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The Cambridgeshire Collection & Mike Petty 
The brilliant staff at the Cambridgeshire Collection, along with former Collection manager Mike Petty, helped Great 

St Mary’s Heritage to create six new posters telling the story of the market’s history.  

 

Expert library staff uncovered old photographs, maps and drawings, and Mike Petty also gave a fascinating evening 

talk about the market. 

The collection of posters will be on display in Cambridge Central Library after the Market Stall Stories event, and 

will be added to the library catalogue.  

They can also be viewed online here: http://tinyurl.com/markethistoryposters 

For help with local history research, visit Mike Petty’s website: www.mikepetty.org.uk  

 

 

Collusion, The Fusion Works & Local Architects 
The civic space at the heart of Cambridge attracts lots of attention, and local makers, artists and architects have 

been exploring ideas to make it even better. 

The public had the opportunity to share ideas about the market’s future with members of the 2015 ‘Maker 

Challenge’ team who came up with alternative ideas for stalls and flexible use of the space, and a local architect 

consulting for Cambridge Past, Present and Future on the market. 

Join the conversation with Collusion at cambridgemarketsquare.com  

 

  

http://www.mikepetty.org.uk/


Marion Leeper 
Magical stories from Marion Leeper kept visiting children enthralled in between clay modelling, book making and fish 

sewing. 

Marion is available for local bookings, spinning yarns for children and adults: www.marionleeperstoryteller.co.uk  

 

What did visitors say? 

“Very thought-provoking.” 

“Fantastic talk on the market’s history and future plans.” 

“Lots of activities for children. My girls loved doing all the crafts and listening to stories.” 

“Very good to see old Cambridge maps, with some of them in colour. Very helpful staff.” 

“Excellent! I thoroughly enjoyed the event. It had a great feel, from the costumed greeters to the quality 

of the historic research, to the dramatic events of the debate. Daisy the cyclist was an absolute delight!” 

“The exhibition on the market was excellent – really enjoyed that.” 

“Lovely selection of crafts and storytelling.” 

“Very engaging for the children.” 

Review 

 

Although the rainy weather had an impact on the outdoor aspects of Market Stall Stories, the event still attracted 

around 2,000 visitors over the course of the day. As a free, drop-in event, it was accessible and appealing to a wide 

range of local people and visitors and effectively showcased the fascinating past and vibrant present of Cambridge 

market. 

By holding a vibrant community event in the market with a wide range of activities over the whole course of the day, 

the event boosted visitor numbers on a rainy Saturday. Market Stall Stories also promoted local pride and the 

diversity of the city centre by focusing on market trade, rather than the more ‘elite’ and well-known histories of the 

University.  

To improve similar events in the future, we would seek to consult market traders and involve them more closely in 

the event, and advertise the separate events during the day (tours, debates, talks and storytelling) separately in order 

to reach the widest possible audience. With the support of Cambridge BID, there would be real potential to make 

Market Stall Stories an annual event, perhaps linking with the national ‘Love Your Local Market’ campaign.  

Photographs courtesy of Oliver Cross (olivercross.smugmug.com/Great-St-Marys-Cambridge/), Richard Gordon and Kate Bystrova. 
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